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the Lord had me thinking about the 23rd psalm today.  
there's so much in the bible we skim over when it 
contains a depth we just haven't meditated on and 
absorbed it's truth.  God's word is full of hidden 
gems.  psalm 23 has been a favorite every since it was 
penned by one who knew what it meant to shepherd.  yes, 
i'm talking about david the shepherd as well as God the 
shepherd.

they both knew how to tend a flock.  you lead them into 
green pastures for feeding and still waters for 
refreshing, physically and spiritually.  when we walk 
through those difficult times and dangerous places, His 
rod and staff serve to guide and protect us.  and when 
times of testing come (as everyone will have) we are 
not just filled enough grace to withstand,  there is an 
overflowing that equips us to turn the tables on the 
enemy.

there was a quote once by the football coach paul 
bryant.  "there is not a person alive who isn’t going 
to have some awfully bad days in their lives.  i tell 
my players that what i mean by fighting is when ... all 
the odds are against you.  what are you going to do?  
most people just lay down and quit.  well, i want my 
people to fight back."

we are called to a fight and we are destined to be 
overcomers.  "fight the good fight of faith, lay hold 
on eternal life, to which you were also called and have 
confessed the good confession in the presence of many 
witnesses."  1 tim 6:12  it is the one who endures to 



the end which will be saved.

following the theme of the quote from the coach, do you 
want to be in the game or sitting on the bench?  it is 
those who have trained hard and as cream separates from 
milk, have risen to the top.  the difference in our 
training is that we have learned to become utterly 
dependent on the source.  we know He is the vine and we 
are the branches.  our strength, our life force comes 
from Him.  if we are ever cut off, we can only slowly 
wither from that life force.

does that means that we do not have to do any of the 
work ourselves.  definitely not.  "we are His 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in 
them."  eph 2:10  this is the wedding apparel for the 
bride.  "and to her it was granted to be arrayed in 
fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the 
righteous acts of the saints."  rev 19:8

"thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, 
is dead.  but someone will say, “you have faith, and i 
have works.”  show me your faith without your works, 
and i will show you my faith by my works.  you see then 
that a man is justified by works, and not by faith 
only."  james 2:17-18, 24
the word says, "Your people shall be volunteers in the 
day of Your power".   psa 110:3  will you be that 
volunteer?  will you let His power and grace flow 
through you.  now is the time if you're going to serve 
Him.  let us meditate on that psalm penned from the 
heart of God.



the Lord is my shepherd;
i shall not want.
He makes me to lie down in green pastures;
He leads me beside the still waters.
He restores my soul;
He leads me in the paths of righteousness
for His name’s sake.

yea, though i walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death,
i will fear no evil;
for You are with me;
Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my 
enemies;
You anoint my head with oil;
my cup runs over.
surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life;
And i will dwell in the house of the Lord
forever.

God bless us all as we seek to share the way, truth and 
life revealed in Christ Jesus.

linda


